
 
 
ATIP Objectives 
The primary objective of the ATIP Foundation is to create a nationally recognized, investor-
based consortium of agribusinesses, universities, economic development entities, and 
venture funds for the development, implementation, and commercialization of USDA 
technology discoveries, to develop and expand the agriculture industry.  The Foundation 
specifically seeks to improve the competitiveness and profitability of the agriculture and 
agribusiness industry sectors. A further objective is to educate and train the next 
generation of skilled workers in key areas required to support the agriculture and 
agribusiness industry sectors. 
  
Guiding Principles 
The Foundation is designed to help speed the movement of new ideas, technology 
solutions, agricultural research outcomes, and products to commercialization. Key to 
success is engaging businesses, universities, and government to support, and collaborate 
on applied research that focuses on finding solutions to common industry problems. 
 
SERVICES: 
 
ATIP Foundation fosters cooperative relationships between member institutions to address 
critical needs and maintain global competitiveness for the emergence and growth of the 
agriculture and agribusiness industry.  Important metrics to assess the Foundation’s 
effectiveness include the number of Cooperative Research & Development Agreements 
(CRADA’s), Material Transfer Agreements (MTA’s) and Patent License Agreements (PLA’s) 
linked to Foundation-facilitated activities, as well as conference presentations, technology 
showcases and “forums” delivering solutions to the ag sector, and amount of funded 
research projects. 
 
Intellectual Property: 
The Foundation works with USDA and the agribusiness industry to develop new 
technologies and solutions that can be translated to enhancing the business operations of 
its investors.  The guidelines for patent, copyright, technical data and software policies that 
apply to Foundation projects and/or research shall be based on principles that best 
accommodate the goals of USDA, corporate investors, and university partners. 
 
Ownership of intellectual property is in accordance with U.S. patent law and USDA policies 
and procedures. USDA accepts research funds from the Foundation through a standard 
Trust Fund Cooperative Research Agreement (7 USC 450a) which describes data exchange 
and intellectual property management. Data that are compiled under a Foundation 
supported Trust Fund Cooperative Research Agreement will be shared and mutually 
interchanged by the USDA and the Foundation. Final results of the undertaking will be 
made available to both parties. The USDA has the right to publish in the scientific literature 
the results of the project. Any technical publication developed as a result of a Foundation 



supported Trust Fund Cooperative Research Agreement will be submitted by the USDA to 
the Foundation for review and comment. Requests for confidentiality will be considered by 
the USDA pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act. 
 
All rights, title, and interest in inventions made under a Foundation supported Trust Fund 
Cooperative Research Agreement solely by employees of the USDA shall be owned by the 
USDA. Any invention made jointly under the Agreement by at least one employee of the 
Foundation and at least one employee of the USDA shall be jointly owned. Any invention 
made under the Agreement solely by individuals employed by the Foundation shall be 
owned by the Foundation, provided the USDA is granted a royalty-free, nonexclusive , 
irrevocable license to use the invention for U.S. Government purposes. 
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